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Review of 2nd Week

• Justice – Greek word

• Translated as righteousness most of the time in the New Testament

• Did we ever define “righteousness”
• Something or someone being “put right”

• It can be externally “put right” as in a court or social sense of justice, wrongs 
being made “right”

• It can be internally “put right” as in being aligned with God’s righteous character 
– called “justification”

• Righteousness of God = often portrayed by the prophets as a metaphor 
of a plumb line



Where we live as believers 

The World God’s KinGdom

The Holy Spirit strengthens and enables 
us to make a difference in the world



Teachings of 
Jesus   

Sermon on the Mount 

The Kingdom of God
Seeking justice and 

righteousness



New Testament - Justice

Matthew 5:1-20 – Sermon on the Mount 

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. (Note: Luke 11:42 – but they neglect justice & love of God)

Jesus then moves into JUSTICE talk (verses 21-48, the end of chapter) – murder, 
anger, reconciliation before court appearances, adultery, divorce, oaths, love for 
enemies. Justice is not explicitly named in these verses, but justice is implicit 
throughout.

Matthew 6:33 – do not worry about things you need:

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours 
as well.



Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

What is righteousness? 

Do you know righteous people 
who are persecuted?  

Do you know people seeking 
justice who are persecuted? 

Which word - justice or 
righteousness – refers to internal 
relations and which refers to 
interpersonal relations? Do we 
need both? Yad Vashem in Jerusalem – a memorial & museum

to those lost in The Holocaust & those who helped Jews
This is the Garden of the Righteous Among the Nations

https://www.yadvashem.org/


Righteous among the nations – Yad Vashem

Non-Jews who helped Jews during the Holocaust 

https://www.yadvashem.org/


Exercise: Switch out “righteousness” to “justice” in 
the Beatitudes

Matthew 5:6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be 
filled.

Matthew 5:10
Blessed are those who are persecuted for justice’s sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:20
For I tell you that unless your justice surpasses that of the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom 
of heaven.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A20&version=NIV


Exercise: Use both “righteousness” & “justice” 

Matthew 5:6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness and 
justice, for they will be filled.

Matthew 5:10
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ & justice’s 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:20
For I tell you that unless your righteousness & justice surpasses that 
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A20&version=NIV


New Translation of New Testament

Terry Wildman
Lead translator and UMC local pastor in Arizona
(Ojibwe and Yaqui)

AN INDIGENOUS TRANSLATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT –
(LINK TO SITE)

NPR The Takeaway
June 7, 2022: The Bible from an Indigenous Perspective YouTube link

https://firstnationsversion.com/book/first-nations-version/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/381444253/pri-the-takeaway
https://youtu.be/wIQT5ksjl88


YouTube video link
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Smithsonian

https://youtu.be/wIQT5ksjl88
https://youtu.be/wIQT5ksjl88


First Nations – verses from the Beatitudes: 
translated as “The Good Road”

Matthew 5: 3-5

Creator’s blessing rests on the poor, the ones with broken spirits. The 
good road from above is theirs to walk.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Creator’s blessing rests on those who walk a trail of tears, for he will 
wipe the tears from their eyes and comfort them.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who walk softly and in a humble 
manner. The earth, land, and sky will welcome them and always be 
their home.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 



First Nations – verses from the Beatitudes: 
translated as “The Good Road”

Matthew 5: 6-7

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who hunger and thirst for wrongs 
to be made right again. They will eat and drink until they are full.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are merciful and kind to 
others. Their kindness will find its way back to them – full circle.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.



First Nations – verses from the Beautitudes

Matthew 5: 8-10 & 20

Creator’s blessing rests on the pure of heart.  They are the ones who will see 
the Great Spirit.

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who make peace. It will be said of them, 
“They are the children of the Great Spirit.”

Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are hunted down and mistreated 
for doing what is right, for they are walking the good road from above.

Blessed are the ones who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

• [20] I will say this to you, unless you have a better reputation than the 
scroll-keepers and the Separated Ones [pharisees], you will not find the 
path that leads to the Land of Creator’s good road from above.



Hebrew: Original meanings captured in the First Nations Version

Torah: originally meant “journey” or 
“path”

First Nations uses the term “The Good 
Road” for the Kingdom of Heaven

Righteousness (tzedekah): originally 
meant “on the right path”

Bad or wicked (rasha): originally 
meant “lost from the path”

Command (mitzvah): originally meant 
“directions for the journey”

Jesus’ name: Salvation: “Creator who sets free”



How does justice work alongside peace?

Psalm 85:10 
Mercy and truth are met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. (KJV)

Romans 14:17 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (NIV)



The Name of Jesus - Yeshua

Matthew 1:21 
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus [Yeshua], for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

Isaiah 12:2-3

Behold, God is my SALVATION - Yeshua/Jesus 
I will trust, and will not be afraid;

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my SALVATION - Yeshua/Jesus.

With joy you will draw water from the wells of SALVATION -
Yeshua/Jesus.



Next Week: PEACE


