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Review of 2nd Week

• Justice as an attribute of God

• Followers of God are commanded to deliver/do/execute justice

• The English word “justice” is not always used for the Hebrew and Greek words
meaning “justice” – translations vary considerably (synonyms)

• We looked at the Hebrew word for justice – mishpat
• Can be used Biblically as justice, law, court case, and more

• We looked at the Greek word for justice – dikaionsune
• Typically translated as “righteousness” instead of justice

• We looked at the Hebrew word for righteousness – tzedakah

• We saw how Tzedakah is paired with Mishpat & also often translated as 
Charity
• Charity is a Latin word that was used for Agape Love in the New Testament



3 types of Bible translations

• Word-for-word (Formal)
• King James Version

• English Standard Version

• New American Standard Bible

• Dynamic (meaning-to-meaning)
• New International Version

• New Revised Standard Version

• Paraphrase (free translation)
• The Message

• The Living Bible

BLENDS
The Common English Bible
and somewhat the NIV are
Often called blended translations, 
that is, a blend between word-for-word
and dynamic



Justice in scripture: 
translations

• In Hebrew and Greek, the words for “justice”
are often translated into different English 
words

• And there are different Hebrew and Greek
words for judgment, judge, and 
righteousness 

• Let’s review the Greek words



Justice – Greek

• 92x in New Testament Greek

• 300x in all its Greek cognates

• Root: dikaioun

• The New Testament usually 
translates it as Righteousness

• Classic Greek: always used in 
the justice or legal sense – but 
generally: to set right

dikaiosynē



Greek: Righteousness or uprightness
εὐθύτητος (euthytēs)

Occurs 20x in Greek Old Testament (Septuagint), usually translated in English as 
“equity” or “justice” or “upright”

Psalm 9:8 (Greek translation of Hebrew and then into English)
“and he judges the world with righteousness [tzedakah], he judges the 
peoples with equity“ [mesar]

Psalm 11:7 (Greek translation of Hebrew and then into English)
“For the LORD is righteous, he loves righteous deeds; the upright [yashar] 
shall behold his face.”

Hebrews 1:8 (only once used in New Testament)
“But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and 
ever;”

a scepter of justice [euthytēs] will be the scepter of your kingdom.



Judgment and Judge words

• Hebrew & Greek have words for judgment and judge

• These are different than the Hebrew & Greek words for justice and
righteousness

• When you come upon verses that have the English words “judge” or 
“judgment” know that these are different from justice

• Judge =  making a decision

• Justice = the quality of being just or right or fair OR to set right



Justice in the New Testament

• A bit hard to find that English word - Justice
• 0x in KJV (New Testament) & 15x in NIV (New Testament)

• This is because the Greek word for justice is very often translated into 
English as “righteousness” 

• Righteousness is a very frequent English word in the New Testament

• Let’s explore that English word Righteousness



Righteousness defined

• What is “righteousness”?

• What is God’s righteousness?
• The plumb line (Isaiah 28: 16-17) 
“…I will make justice [mishpat] the measuring 
line

and righteousness [tzedakah] the plumb 
line…”

• How do we define righteousness for a believer?

• How are we ‘set right’ with God? – We use that 
theology word “justification” in Christianity



Justification 
Justification: The Christian definition (from Encyclopedia Britannica)

The change in a person’s condition moving from a state of sin to a state of 
righteousness.
The English word justification is only used a few times in the New Testament (3x KJV & RSV; 
4x NIV)
The theology around justification is developed more thoroughly during the early church years from these 
verses and more scripture. It is now a very important word in Christian theology.

(Note: the Greek word behind justification is dikaiosune variants.)

Romans 4:25 
“who was put to death for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”
Romans 5:18
“For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brings justification.”
Galatians 2:21
“I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification were through the law, then 
Christ died to no purpose.”



Study Help Suggestion
Review different translations when you come across a WORD, a VERSE, or a 
PASSAGE that may be difficult. 

You can check different translations of a verse by using an online Bible source 
such as:
www.BibleGateway.com

English (and other languages) have many words for the same idea. Thus, translations often choose 
different words or different ways of translating Biblical language words.

Take the word justice which can mean all of these things:
1. Legal system
2. Another name for judge (justice of the peace; supreme court justice)
3. Being fair or right or correct
4. Equity 

http://www.biblegateway.com/


Examples of looking at different translations of one verse
The English word righteousness is a common word in the New 

Testament: 77x (NIV); 91x (KJV)

The Letter to the Romans uses “righteousness” the most of any other 
New Testament writings: 30x NIV; 33x KJV

Romans 3:22

New International Version (NIV):

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile.

Douay-Rheims, American Ed., 1899 (DRA):

Even the justice of God, by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all 
them that believe in him: for there is no distinction. 



Romans 3:22

Good News Translation (GNT):

God puts people right through their faith in Jesus Christ. God does this to all who 
believe in Christ, because there is no difference at all

The Message (MSG): verses 21-24 are put together into a paragraph for a complete thought

But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the prophets 
witnessed to all those years has happened. The God-setting-things-right that we 
read about has become Jesus-setting-things-right for us. And not only for us, but 
for everyone who believes in him. For there is no difference between us and them 
in this. Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as sinners (both us and 
them) and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills 
for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with 
himself. A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in and restored us to where he 
always wanted us to be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ.

Examples of looking at different translations of one verse



Justice & Righteousness – Connected Words

• Sometimes, looking at the different ways a 
verse is translated clarifies the meaning of the 
verse.

• We will continue to explore JUSTICE, especially 
in this world we live in



Why do we 
love 

Superheroes?



Superheroes – Let’s discuss!

• What is the role of superheroes? Justice!
• Help people
• Especially help those who are powerless to remedy a situation
• Save the world from evil, villains & destruction

• Did you grow up with favorite superheroes? Why did you like them?
• The Superhero developed in 1899; comics grew the idea in the 1930’s
• Superman: "Truth, Justice and the American Way” [later: a better 

tomorrow]
• Did you know that researchers at Kyoto University in Japan found that pre-

verbal infants (6 months old) recognized heroic acts (justice)?
• Humans seem to have a preference for justice – helping others

How does Scripture help us with the concept of justice, especially in our 
world full of injustice?

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-016-0037


Where we live as believers 

The World God’s Kingdom



Where we live as believers 

The World God’s KinGdom

The Holy Spirit strengthens and enables 
us to make a difference in the world



God’s Word on Balance

Romans 12:2

Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may prove what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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1st

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. 

2nd

And the second is like it: 
Love your neighbor as yourself.

Jesus replied:

Matthew 22:37-39
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Next Week  

Sermon on the Mount – Seeking justice 
and righteousness

Final thoughts about JUSTICE –
Where have we gotten it right? 

Where have we gotten it wrong? 
As a church? As an individual?

We’ll explore PEACE next


