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Discovering Jesus through the Festivals of the Lord
“Appointed Time” – י ָֽ מֹוֲעד 

Dates Festival Name in 
Hebrew

English terms Description

March 20 Shabbat Sabbath Ceasing & resting to 
honor God

March 27 Pesach Passover Redemption

April 3 Pesach Passover Redemption & Messiah

April 10 Bikurim & Shavuot Firstfruits & Pentecost The New Offering & 
The Giving of God’s 
instruction

No class on Easter

April 24 Rosh Hashana & Yom 
Kippur

New Year & Day of 
Atonement

Repentance & 
Judgment

May 1 Sukkot Tabernacles or Booths Rejoicing & Living with 
God



A review:
The High Holy Days

Rosh Hashana 
Ten Days of Awe

Yom Kippur

Repentance
Judgment

Atonement



Calendar of the Fall Festivals 
the 7th Month

40 days of 
repentance

Rosh 
Hashanah –
head of the 

year

10 Days of 
Awe

Yom Kippur 
Day of 

Atonement

Sukkot

Festival of 
Booths



The meaning behind each

40 days of 
repentance

Preparation

to meet with 
God

Rosh 
Hashanah –

New Year

Day of Blowing 
(trumpets) 
(Warning)

10 Days of 
Awe

Books are 
opened

Yom Kippur 
Day of 

Atonement

Judgment & 
Atoning

Sukkot

Feast of 
Booths

Rejoicing with 
God!

Tekiah Gedolah – the great shofar blowing 

https://youtu.be/vJMv1XMIf_Q


Sabbath

Passover

First Fruits 

Shavuot -
Pentecost

Rosh 
Hashana –
the Day of 
Trumpets 

Yom 
Kippur –

Day of 
Atonement

Sukkot –
Festival of 

Booths

Cycle of God’s 
Appointed Meeting Times

Leviticus 23



Sukkot - ֻסּכֹות

Word Study – plural of sukkah
Booth or hut or tabernacle  - a 
temporary structure

Other names:
Festival of Ingathering
The Season of Our Joy
The Feast



Hebrew Scriptures about the Festival
• Leviticus 23: 34-36 & 39-43
• The LORD said to Moses, 34 “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month 

the LORD’s Festival of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a sacred 
assembly; do no regular work. 36 For seven days present food offerings to the LORD, and on the 
eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present a food offering to the LORD. It is the closing special 
assembly; do no regular work.

• “‘39 So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops 
of the land, celebrate the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of sabbath rest, 
and the eighth day also is a day of sabbath rest. 40 On the first day you are to take branches from 
luxuriant trees—from palms, willows and other leafy trees—and rejoice before the LORD your God 
for seven days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Live in 
temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such shelters 43 so your 
descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out 
of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’”



Sukkot – Festival of Booths or Tabernacles

• 15th day of the 7th month – the full moon 

• 7-day festival

• Pilgrimage Festival

• Home Festival

• You’ve repented; you are cleansed (Yom Kippur) & now you can be 
joyful in God’s presence

• The Big 7-day Party! The culmination of the yearly cycle

• The most joyful of all the Appointed Times!
• Deuteronomy 16:14 – “Seven days you shall celebrate a feast to the LORD 

your God in the place which the LORD chooses, because the LORD your God 
will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that 
you will be altogether joyful.”

Similar to Passover



What is a sukkah or booth?

• Temporary shelter or hut

• Must have 3 walls & 
porous ceiling of plant 
material

• Live and eat in the sukkah 
for 7 days

• At home!

• Reminder of the 
temporary huts in the 
wilderness – the 
deliverance of God



Sukkah – a shelter
Psalm 27:5

For in the day of trouble He will hide me in His shelter (sukkah)

Psalm 31:20

In the shelter (sukkah) of your presence, you hide them from all human intrigues;

Isaiah 4:6 (the remnant; the branch of the Lord)

Then the LORD will create over all of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud of smoke by
day and a glowing flame of fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a canopy, it will be
a shelter (sukkah) and shade from the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from the
storm and rain.

There are other Hebrew words for The Tabernacle (Tent of Meeting), a regular tent, or a
dwelling. English translations for the Hebrew ‘sukkah’ can vary.

‘Sukkah’ does not denote a holiness; simply a temporary shelter. A sukkah can be built in a
field for temporary protection (looking after sheep or vineyard).
Example: Jonah 4:5



What is the waving of branches - Lulav?

Leviticus 23:40

On the first day you are to take 
branches from luxuriant trees—
from palms, willows and other 
leafy trees—and rejoice before 
the LORD your God for seven days.

Citron (derived from ‘luxuriant’) 
Palm branch

Willow branches
Myrtle branches



Symbolism of the Festival
I Kings 8:2 & 10-11 – Dedication of the First Temple 

• All the Israelites came together to King Solomon at the time of the festival in the month 
of Etanim, the seventh month.

• When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of 
the LORD. 11 And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the LORD filled his temple.

Sukkot is about the Messianic Age, the Ingathering, 
being with God

Amos 9:11 – Future Restoration

• In that day I will restore David’s fallen shelter [sukkah]— I will repair its broken walls and 
restore its ruins— and will rebuild it as it used to be…

Zechariah 14:16 –Future Day of the Lord, after Armageddon

• Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after 
year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of Booths.



New Testament & The Festival
John 7:2-8 & 10-11 & 14-15

But when the Jewish Festival of Booths (Sukkot) was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, 
“Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No 
one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, 
show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 6 Jesus said 
to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. 8 Go to the festival 
yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully come.”

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in 
secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, 
“Where is he?”

14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to 
teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such 
learning without having been taught?”



New Testament Scriptures about the Festival
John 7 continues:

[recall that The Festival is all about the Messiah & the Messianic Age]

7:26b [The people were amazed & asked] 

“Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah?”
28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you 

know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own 

authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29 but I 

know him because I am from him, and he sent me.”
30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on 

him, because his hour had not yet come.
31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the 

Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?”



New Testament Scriptures about the Festival
John 7:37-38
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus 
stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in 
me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will 
flow from within them.”

The Water Ceremony of The Festival (middle days)

"He who has not seen the rejoicing at the Place of 
the Water-Drawing has never seen rejoicing in his 
life." (Mishnah)

Isaiah 12:3, "Therefore, with joy shall you draw 
water out of the wells of salvation“



The Prophetic Festival

Rev. 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

Zechariah 14:8-9 & 16
8 On that day living water will flow out from 
Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead Sea and half 
of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer 
and in winter.
9 The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On 
that day there will be one LORD, and his name the 
only name.
16 Then all who survive from all the nations that 
came to attack Jerusalem will go up annually to 
worship the King, the LORD of Hosts, and to 
observe the Feast of Booths.

John 7:40-41
• 40 On hearing his words, some of the people 

said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”
• 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”



The Prophetic Festival
The New Heavens and the New Earth – Olam Haba (the world to come)

Being in the presence of God forever
Jeremiah 3:16
At that time, they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in 
Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD.
Matthew 19:28
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.
Rev. 21: 1-6
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”



The 8th Day – Shemini Atzeret - ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת שְׁ

• Sukkot is 7 days, yet there is an 8th day! Separate yet connected.

“On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation and present an 
offering by fire to the LORD; it is an assembly. You shall do no laborious 
work.” Lev. 23:34-36

• ִמיִני שְׁ Shemini – eighth

• ֲעֶצֶרת Atzeret is not “solemn” – incorrect translation.  It probably
means “closing” or “stop”

• In Israel, combined with Simchat Torah - ַחת ּתֹוָרה ִשמְׁ (rejoicing 
with Torah)
• Outside of Israel, Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah are two separate days

• Simchat Torah marks the end of the public Torah readings for the year



The 8th Day – Shemini Atzeret - ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת שְׁ

2 Chronicles 7:8-9 – Solomon dedicates the Temple
8 So Solomon observed the festival at that time for seven days, and all 
Israel with him—a vast assembly, people from Lebo Hamath to the Wadi of 
Egypt. 9 On the eighth day they held an assembly, for they had celebrated the 
dedication of the altar for seven days and the festival for seven days more.

Nehemiah 8:17-18 – Exiles return from Babylon
17 The whole company that had returned from exile built temporary shelters and 
lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites 
had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great.
18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the 
Law of God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, 
in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly.



The making of a Torah 
scroll
• A holy task

• Handwritten by a Scribe

• On kosher animal skin 
(parchment)

• Special ink

• Special quill

• Sewn together with kosher 
animal tendons

• No iron or steel used, since 
these are instruments of 
war

Simchat Torah
ַחת ּתֹוָרה ִשמְׁ



The 8th Day – Shemini 
Atzeret - ִמיִני ֲעֶצֶרת שְׁ &
Simchat Torah ַחת ּתֹוָרה ִשמְׁ

Public Torah reading completes 
(Deuteronomy) & new cycle starts 
immediately (Genesis reading)

The cycle of Appointed Meeting Times with 
God renews

• Dancing & singing with joy over the Torah 
(first 5 books of the Bible, given at Mt. Sinai)
• https://youtu.be/JU8FEmDu73Y?t=450
• https://youtu.be/GfELIPtBeAo?t=102

https://youtu.be/JU8FEmDu73Y?t=450
https://youtu.be/GfELIPtBeAo?t=102


Sabbath

Passover

First Fruits 

Shavuot -
Pentecost

Rosh 
Hashana –
the Day of 
Trumpets 

Yom 
Kippur –

Day of 
Atonement

Sukkot –
Festival of 

Booths

Cycle of God’s 
Appointed Meeting Times



Sabbath 

We rest in 
Messiah

Passover 

Remembering 
Jesus, the 

perfect Lamb 
of God First Fruits 

The offering 
of Jesus  & we 

who follow

Shavuot –
Pentecost

Empowerment 
of the Holy 

Spirit
Rosh Hashana  
Judgment at 
the throne of 

mercy

Yom Kippur 
Our High 
Priest has 

made 
atonement

Sukkot   

Rejoicing in 
God’s 

presence

Cycle of God’s 
Appointed Meeting Times

For Believers



Next Class –
What does God say about Justice and Peace?

• Understanding Biblical concepts of justice and peace: Word 
studies

• Mandates and laws on justice and peace: Torah 
• Consequences and examples of violating these laws: Torah & 

Prophets
• The upgraded mandate from Jesus in the Gospels 
• Justice and Peace in New Testament writings

How, then, do we live out justice and peace? 


