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Discovering Jesus through the Festivals of the Lord
“Appointed Time” – מֹוע ֲָֽדי
Dates

Festival Name in
Hebrew

English terms

Description

March 20

Shabbat

Sabbath

Ceasing & resting to
honor God

March 27

Pesach

Passover

Redemption

April 3

Pesach

Passover

Redemption & Messiah

April 10

Bikurim & Shavuot

Firstfruits & Pentecost

The New Offering &
The Giving of God’s
instruction

No class on Easter
April 24

Rosh Hashana & Yom
Kippur

New Year & Day of
Atonement

Repentance &
Judgment

May 1

Sukkot

Tabernacles or Booths

Rejoicing & Living with
God

Questions
about First
Fruits or
Shavuot
(Pentecost)?

The High Holy
Days
• 40 days of repentance
• Rosh Hashanah
• 10 Days of Awe
• Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement)

The Fall Festivals
• Spring Festivals foreshadow the work of Jesus
• Passover – Lamb of God (redemption)
• First Fruits – Messiah is the first fruits; begins the harvest period
• Shavuot (Pentecost) – the giving of the Torah & Holy Spirit
• The creation of a people set apart for God – Israel (Mt. Sinai) & the Church
• The harvest time of the church begins

• Fall Festivals point to the final coming of Messiah with themes of:
• Repentance
• Judgment
• Atonement

“The High Holy Days”

Calendar of the Fall Festivals
The High Holy Days
• Begins with a season of repentance – 40 days
• 1st day of the month of Elul through the 10th day of the next month Tishrei
(Yom Kippur)

• Rosh Hashanah – 1st day of Tishrei (the 7th month)
• Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) – 10th day of Tishrei
• The Days of Awe – 10 days between Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur
40 days of
repentance

Rosh Hashanah –
head of the year

10 Days of Awe

Yom Kippur – day
of atonement

40 days of Repentance
• On each of the 40 days, a shofar (ram’s horn) is blown
• Significance of 40
• Flood of Noah’s time – 40 days & nights of rain
• Moses on Mt. Sinai 40 days to receive Torah
• Moses went back up Mt. Sinai to pray for people after Golden Calf sin & was
there another 40 days & received Torah again
• Moses sent spies to Promised Land; 40 days until they returned
• Israelites in wilderness for 40 years
• Jesus tempted in wilderness for 40 days
• After resurrection, Jesus appeared to disciples for 40 days before ascension
• Lent is 40 days of repentance, prayer, abstaining, fasting – preparation

• This period is called “The King is in the Field” – meaning that God is
near; it is the time for you to draw close in repentance and prayer

40 days of
Repentance

Shofar blast each day

• On each of the 40 days,
a shofar is blown
• A shofar is a ram’s horn
• Another Hebrew word
- “trumpet” means
silver trumpets, not
shofars
• Shofars are used in
religious services
(Month of Elul & High
Holy Days)

Rosh Hashana – ר ֹאׁש הַ שָּׁ נָּׁה
• Word Study: literally, head of the year [The New Year]
• This term is not found in scripture
• Fall starts the agricultural “new year” – the harvest
• Ex. 34:22 (dates the last festival at the “turn of the year”)
• Archaeological findings – a stone calendar from 10th century B.C.E.

• Rosh Hashana is considered a day of judgment & the
anniversary of the world
• Writings from 1st C.E. indicate this theological concept was in effect

Rosh Hashana – ר ֹאׁש הַ שָּׁ נָּׁה
• Festival in scripture: The Day of Blowing
 יֹום ְּתרּועָ הYom Teru’ah
• Lev. 23:24: “In the seventh month, on the first day of the month,
you shall observe complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated
with loud blasts. You shall not work at your occupations, and you
shall bring an offering by fire to the Lord.”
• The shofar is blown 100x or 101x on this Holy Day
•
•
•
•

A long single blast- announcing the King
3 short wailing notes - repentance
9 staccato notes of warning – alarm & waken up your soul
A very long blast increasing at the end

The sounds of the
shofar
• All 4 shofar blasts

• Tekiah Gedolah –
the longest blast,
and the final blast

Shofar symbolism
Hebrew scriptures – word translated as trumpets is shofar
• Ram’s horn from Genesis 22:13 – the ram is substituted for the sacrifice
of Isaac
• Exodus 19:16 – first instance of ‘shofar’ – God’s presence on Mt. Sinai
“…there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so the people who were in the camp
trembled.”
• Exodus 19:19 – the trumpet sounded louder & louder
• Praise & worship: Psalm 47:5
“God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.”
• Sound alarm (Joshua 6:4 – specifically states rams’ horns) (Jeremiah 4:19-21)
• Coronation of kings (I Kings 1:39 – King Solomon)
• The Day of the Lord (end times) – Isaiah 27:13 & 18:3; Joel 2:1; Zeph. 1:1517

Shofar symbolism
New Testament scriptures
Matthew 24:31 – Jesus speaks of the Son of Man coming on the clouds…
“He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet, and they will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”
✓I Thessalonians 4:16
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
✓I Corinthians 15:51-57
“The trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable.”
✓Book of Revelation – 15x trumpet blast is mentioned; 11:15
The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said:
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and
he will reign for ever and ever.”

Tekiah Gedolah

Rosh Hashana – ר ֹאׁש הַ שָּׁ נָּׁה
• 2-day Festival (since destruction of temple)
• Starts the Days of Awe – 10 days to Yom Kippur
• Symbolically, God’s Books are opened:
• Book of Life
• Book of Death

• Services run 4-5 hours
• Prayers for forgiveness
• Readings & prayers about Kingship of God
• Tashlikh – symbolic casting away sins into “living water”
• Eating of symbolic food for a sweet new year
• Honey & apples
• Round loaf of bread

Rosh Hashana
ר ֹאׁש הַ שָּׁ נָּׁה

God’s Books are opened & the heavenly court
witnesses the judgment

Who shall live & who shall die?
Who is written in the Book of Life or the Book of Death?
The idea of a book of life is found throughout the Bible

God’s Books
Exodus 32: 32-33
“But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.”
The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book.”
Daniel 7: 9-10 – the throne of God with the heavenly court
“…The court was seated, and the books were opened.”
Psalm 69:28
“May they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous.”
Luke 10:20 – after Jesus sent out the 72 disciples
“However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in
heaven.”
Philippians 4:3 – Paul ends his letter
“…help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
Revelation 20: 11-12
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his
presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.

• Word study: “kippur” has two meanings in Hebrew: 1. to cleanse, 2.

Yom Kippur
or
Day of Atonement
יֹום כִּ יּפּור

to cover (or ransom)
In English – atone (at-one; reconciliation)

• Temple times
• Atonement was needed for the entire temple, the priests, and the
people
• Purification ritual also in the Holy of Holies (behind the veil)
• Sacrifice & a scapegoat

• Post-Temple: fasting, confessing & praying for forgiveness

Yom Kippur – Day of Atonement - יֹום כִּ יּפּור
Leviticus 23:26-32
The LORD said to Moses, “The tenth day of this seventh month is the
Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred assembly and deny yourselves and
present a food offering to the LORD. Do not do any work on that day,
because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for you
before the LORD your God. Those who do not deny themselves on that
day must be cut off from their people. I will destroy from among their
people anyone who does any work on that day. You shall do no work at
all. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come,
wherever you live. It is a day of sabbath rest for you, and you must
deny yourselves. From the evening of the ninth day of the month until
the following evening you are to observe your sabbath.”

Yom Kippur – Day of Atonement - יֹום כִּ יּפּור
Leviticus 16:29-34
This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh
month, you must deny yourselves and not do any work—whether nativeborn or a foreigner residing among you— because on this day atonement
will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean
from all your sins. It is a day of sabbath rest, and you must deny
yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance.
The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high priest
is to make atonement. He is to put on the sacred linen garments and make
atonement for the Most Holy Place, for the tent of meeting and the altar,
and for the priests and all the members of the community.
This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a
year for all the sins of the Israelites.

• Yom Kippur service is 8am-6pm
• Fasting is 25 hours
• Constant praying, confessing,
reading scripture, prostrating
oneself before God
• Concluding prayer – all who are
able, stand!
• Recitation of Shema &
statements - the Lord is God
• Shofar is sounded – the great
blast

The Heavenly Court is
concluded:
Books are sealed
Gates are closed
Tekiah Gedolah

New Testament on Judgment
Romans 3:23-25
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ
as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by
faith.
Romans 14:10
For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.
I John 4:17
This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the
day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.
2 Peter 2:9
if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.
2 Corinthians 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

New Testament on the High Priest
Hebrews 8:1-2
We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by
the Lord.
Hebrews 9:11-12
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already
here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made
with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by
means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once
for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.
Hebrews 10:19-20
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the
curtain, that is, his body, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the
full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

What can we learn from the High Holy Days?
These themes remain important to our faith:
Repentance
Judgment
Atonement
2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?
Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Next week –
Festival of
Booths or
Sukkot
Last class in this series

Possible next class – Biblical Themes
• Symbolism of bread, water, & blood
• Commands & the importance of the Garden & the Land
• Symbolism of vines, trees, & fruit
• The Holy Sprit throughout scripture
• Commands & the importance of Justice & Peace
• Archaeology of Biblical lands, with assistance from archaeologist
Diane

Please email your ideas & preferences: sbrechner@gmail.com

