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Discovering Jesus through the Festivals of the Lord
“Appointed Time” – מֹוע ֲָֽדי
Dates

Festival Name in
Hebrew

English terms

Description

March 20

Shabbat

Sabbath

Ceasing & resting to
honor God

March 27

Pesach

Passover

Redemption

April 3

Pesach

Passover

Redemption & Messiah

April 10

Bikurim & Shavuot

Firstfruits & Pentecost

The New Offering &
The Giving of God’s
instruction

No class on Easter
April 24

Rosh Hashana & Yom
Kippur

New Year & Day of
Atonement

Reflection & Judgment

May 1

Sukkot

Tabernacles or Booths

Rejoicing & Living with
God

Questions
about
Passover?

First Fruits
ּכּורים
ִּ ִּב
• Word Study: Bikurim
• It means first fruits
• A command that is
applied through two
festivals
• Controversy about
timing – “day after the
sabbath”

What is First Fruits?

ּכּורים
ִּ ִּב

• Giving to God the first of the produce
• An agricultural commandment that becomes effective once they enter
God’s promised land
• Leviticus 23:9-14
• Here it is the first of the barley harvest
• 50 days later, it will be the first of the wheat harvest

• Exodus 34:26 (second giving of the Ten Commandments)
• Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (instructions when entering The Land)
• Prophets also used the concept of First Fruits
• Jeremiah 2:3 (“Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were
held guilty, and disaster overtook them…”)

First Fruits

ּכּורים
ִּ ִּב

• First Fruits continues through into the next Festival – Shavuot/Pentecost
• Ultimately, First Fruits became a ceremonial procession of bringing the first
fruits to the Temple with joy, music, and fellowship
• Those presenting were required to recite a passage expressing their
gratitude to God for delivering them from slavery in Egypt and bringing
them to a rich land. (Deut. 26:5)
• Includes the 7 species listed in Deuteronomy 8:7-8
• For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, streams,
and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and
barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey
• 2 grains & 5 fruits – the only items that can be given for First Fruits

New Testament
transformation of
Firstfruits
• Romans 8:22-23

• We have the firstfruits of the Holy
Spirit

• Romans 11:16

• Firstfruits of the dough makes the
whole batch holy

• I Corinthians 15:20-23

• Christ Risen is the firstfruits of those
who are dead

• James 1:18

• We are firstfruits of creation

• 2 Thess. 2:13

• God chose you as firstfruits

New Testament
transformation of
Firstfruits
Revelation chapter 14
• 144,000 people as firstfruits
• The army of the Lamb of God
• Images of the harvest of the
faithful from the earth
“They were purchased from
among mankind and offered as
firstfruits to God and the Lamb.”

Thinking about
Firstfruits
• What is the principle God is
teaching through the idea of First
Fruits?
• How did Jesus fulfill the Festival
of Firstfruits?
• How are believers also firstfruits?

Word Study: ָׁשבּועֹות
Translation: “weeks”
• Called the Festival of Weeks
• Traditionally, the time when Israelites received the Torah or Law or
Instruction
• Date depends on timing of Passover & Firstfruits

Shavuot or Pentecost (Greek for “50”)
• Timing: Israelites are out of Egypt (Passover night), 49 days into the
wilderness, now at the foot of Mt. Sinai
• God gives the Torah/Law/Instruction at Mt. Sinai
• Counting of the Omer (a sheaf of barley) starts the day after Passover.
Each night, the new day is counted off, as prescribed in scripture
• Lev. 23:15-16

• 49 days or 7 weeks are counted off
• The 50th day is Shavuot

Shavuot (or Pentecost)
• Lev. 23:15-22
‘From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the
wave offering, count off seven full weeks. 16 Count off fifty days up to
the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new
grain to the LORD. 17 From wherever you live, bring two loaves made of
two-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour, baked with yeast, as a wave
offering of firstfruits to the LORD.
• Exodus 34:22 – first fruits of the wheat harvest
• Deut. 16:10 – give a freewill offering at the Festival of Weeks

Shavuot (or Pentecost)
• Second Pilgrimage Festival
• Deut. 16:16
• Must go to Jerusalem to the Temple for specific sacrifices & practices

• Agricultural Festival – the first of the wheat harvest
• Firstfruits – the first of the barley harvest (first grain to ripen)

• Traditionally, this is the time of the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai
• Birth of the nation of Israel

• Dairy meals – kashrut not given until Torah, so tradition has no ritual laws
on slaughter yet, so dairy is eaten (also Ex. 34:26)
• Book of Ruth is read (set during harvesting) + (Ruth’s conversion represents
the creation of the nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai)

New Testament – Shavuot or Pentecost

New Testament - Shavuot
• Acts 1:4-5 and chapter 2:1-11; 15-18; 41
• The Giving of the Holy Spirt
• Disciples in Jerusalem (Pilgrimage Festival)
• Jews from all over & with many languages were present

• 120 followers of Jesus present (Acts 1:15)
• 3,000 souls added (referencing 3,000 killed in Exodus 32:27-29
rebellion at Mt. Sinai – golden calf incident)
• On Shavuot/Pentecost, the church was created
• As on the first Shavuot, the nation of Israel was created to be set apart and to
serve God

Symbolism
The Giving of the Holy Spirt at Pentecost
• Wind – “ruach” is Hebrew word for wind or spirit
• Genesis 1:2 and numerous references throughout scripture
• Used to represent God’s presence

• Fire – used throughout scripture to represent God’s presence
•
•
•
•

The Burning Bush when God speaks to Moses
Pillar of Fire that led Israelites through the wilderness
Ezekiel's vision of heaven comes with wind & fire
Burnt offerings

• Offering of bread made with yeast
• Jesus symbolized the Kingdom of Heaven as yeast worked into dough to expand

God’s Law in your heart through the Holy Spirit
Jeremiah 31:33
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
Ezekiel 36:26-27
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you
your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in
you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.

What does Shavuot or Pentecost mean to us?
• The gift of the Holy Spirit of God
• Creates a person and a people (the church) set apart for God
• References & transforms the Giving of Torah or Commandments at Mt.
Sinai which created a people/nation for God

• The United Methodist Church’s logo relates The United Methodist
church to God through Christ (cross) and the Holy Spirit (flame).
• The flame is a reminder of Pentecost when witnesses were unified
by the power of the Holy Spirit and saw "tongues, as of fire" (Acts
2:3).

